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ABOUT THE COMPANY

Ice Theatre of New York® (ITNY) creates and advances dance on ice as an

ensemble performing art and to provide education and public performances to people

of all ages. Founded by Moira North in 1984, ITNY created the first not-for-profit

professional ice dance company in the United States and was the first to receive

funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, the New York State Council on the

Arts, and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs.

ITNY achieves ifs public arts and education mission by:

Commissioning and performing new pieces created by recognized and emerging
dance and ice skating choreographers. The company has created exclusive works
by choreographers as varied as well-known skating choreographers Elisa Angeli,
Lorna Brown, and Joel Dear, modern dance choreographers Jacqulyn Buglisi,
Kolton Krouse, Elisa Monte, David Parsons, and Jody Sperling, performance artist
Ann Carlson, McKnight Choreographer Fellow Deneane Richburg, and ballet
great Edward Villella. We have just begun preparations for our first commissioned

work with new media artist and creative technologist LaJuné McMillian.

Making performances accessible to diverse audiences and presenting dozens of

free City Skate Concerts, featuring our current repertory throughout New York City.

Offering arts education programs on ice dancing and figure skating for school-
aged children in Brooklyn, Queens, Chelsea, Harlem, and Central Park, annually

serving 1,000 NYC school students.

Training company skaters and guest skating artists in our weekly Master Edge
Classes at Chelsea Piers Sky Rink, as well as offering training programs for aspiring

ice dance artists, including our Junior Ensemble.

Collaborating with choreographers, producers, presenters, administrators, and
advocates from the dance and skating worlds and beyond while exploring
creatively exciting relationships with artists from theatre, music, and new media

disciplines.

62 Chelsea Piers, Suite 308, New York, NY 10011
(212) 929-5811 | itny@icetheatre.org
icetheatre.org ® © X ¢
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WELCOME TO OUR 41ST BENEFIT GALA
“IT CONTINUES TO TAKE A VILLAGE”

I so warmly welcome you here with us tonight to celebrate Olympic
Champion Nathan Chen and Byron Allen Producer of Stars On Ice... —
What a great village of excellence within the worlds of dancing on and off the
ice, choreography, ice show productions and touring!

With your continued help, Ice Theatre of New York® has and will maintain
the important work that we do: commissioning choreographers and performance
artists to create new works for the company, nurturing emerging artists, and
introducing New York City Public School students to the joy of ice skating. Your
support encourages our exploration of what is possible within the realm of artistic
ice dance.

The commitment to creating and curating works that are significant, not
only for their beauty and artistic value but for their meaning in our ever-shifting
world, remains a focus for Ice Theatre of New York. This season, pieces such
as “Lion King” and “Purple Rain” by Emmanuel Savary, which were performed
to very appreciative crowds during Black History Month; “Arctic Memory”
choreographed by dancer Jody Sperling, which speaks to climate change and the
imperative to protect our arctic ice; and “Timelessness” by original John Curry
Company member Lorna Brown, a piece which invites us into a world where
movement, music, and expression exist beyond time. All of these pieces speak to
our multifaceted artistic mission.

Looking ahead, I invite you to join us at our weekly Edge Classes at Sky
Rink, our City Skate Concert Series at Rockefeller Center, Bryant Park, Wollman
Rink, and other outdoor seasonal rinks, as well as our educational outreach
program, the “New Works and Young Artists Series,” offered free to public
school students across the city boroughs. In this program, the students learn
about dance performance on ice and, then joining the performer/teachers on the

ice, they learn what might become a lifelong healthy activity... ice skating!

Skating... combines and surpasses the joys of flying and dancing: only in a
certain type of a dream do we ever else attain a higher degree of the same

ravishing experience of exultantly skimming the earth.

— Ernest Jones, Biographer of Freud

Thank you for helping create and sustain our Ice Theatre of New York dream
and for joining us as we glide gracefully and boldly into our future choreographic

innovations, collaborations, and outreach programming!

Warmest wishes,

Npia M54



STATE OF NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER

ALBANY 12224

KATHY HOCHUL

GOVERNOR

May 4, 2026

Ice Theatre of New York
62 Chelsea Piers, Suite 308
New York, NY 10011

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to send greetings to everyone gathered for Ice Theatre of New York’s
2026 benefit gala.

Since its inception, the Ice Theatre of New York has enriched the city’s cultural
landscape. Many of the world’s most talented dancers and figure skaters have proudly gathered
here to inspire audiences of all ages. Through dazzling shows and concerts, as well as classes and
workshops, you showcase the best of the artform while supporting future skaters as they carry on
the tradition for generations to come.

Today, you gather to celebrate the Ice Theatre of New York’s impact on performers and
visitors alike. On behalf of all New Yorkers, I am grateful for your dedication to promoting ice
dancing in our state. Best wishes for an enjoyable celebration.

Sincerely,
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEw YoRrRk, NY 10007

May 4, 2026

Dear Friends:

I am delighted to welcome everyone as Ice Theatre of New York (ITNY) hosts its annual benefit
gala and performance.

You cannot tell the story of New York without acknowledging the cultural institutions that have
shaped it, including ITNY, which was founded in 1984 with a mission to advance the art form of
ice dancing. Our Administration firmly believes art is a public good—mnot a luxury reserved for
the few. We are grateful to this Manhattan-based nonprofit for its efforts to inspire New Yorkers
through its free educational and community outreach initiatives. Tonight’s event will celebrate
ITNY’s accomplishments and benefit its seasonal productions as well as its New Works and
Young Artists Series, a program for at-risk public school children. As you gather to support this
wonderful nonprofit, I applaud its dedicated team and supporters for all they do to nurture the
next generation of ice skaters and make a positive difference in the five boroughs. Together, we
will usher in an ambitious new era for the greatest city in the world and ensure it remains a place
where artists can afford to live, work, and create.

On behalf of 8.5 million New Yorkers, I extend congratulations to this year’s honoree, the

award-winning American figure skater Nathan Chen. Please accept my best wishes for a festive
gala and continued success.

Sincerely,

Zohran Kwame Mamdani
Mayor



(erICE OF THE PRESIDEI\_T 1 Centre Street, 19th Floor, New York, NY 10007
{212) 669-8300

BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN

THE CITY OF NEW YORK

st 125th Street, New York, NY 10027
531-1609

www.manhattanbp nyc.gov

Brad Hoylman-Sigal, Borough President

May 4, 2026
Dear Friends:

I am proud to offer my sincerest congratulations for the 2026 Ice Theatre of New York
Benefit Gala and Performance.

For over four decades, ITNY has cultivated and showcased groundbreaking ice
dancing. You have changed the face of figure skating, pushing the boundaries of
movement and increasing diversity across the discipline. I'm especially grateful for
ITNY’s many free performances across the city and your outreach program for at-risk
public school students.

I would also like to extend my own congratulations to tonight’s honoree, Nathan Chen,
who has been a trailblazer on and off the ice. I have no doubt that Nathan will continue
to inspire the next generation of skaters, and I'm so pleased that his work and
leadership are being honored here.

On behalf of the Borough of Manhattan, I wish Ice Theatre of New York and its many
supporters another year of success.

Sincerely yours,
Brrrf Myl 5 gut_

Brad Hoylman-Sigal
Manhattan Borough President
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CHAIR
TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
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May 4, 2026

Dear Friends of the Ice Theatre of New York,

I write to congratulate ITNY on its 2026 Benefit Gala and Performance and to recognize
this year’s honoree Nathan Chen, who is one of the most accomplished and inspiring
athletes in the history of figure skating.

Nathan Chen’s career exemplifies the rarest combination of athletic skill and artistic
brilliance. With three world championships and two olympic gold medals under his belt,
he had one of the greatest runs in men’s skating history. Tonight is an exciting
homecoming for the community, given Nathan’s longstanding connection to ITNY
through his first coach, Stephanee Grosscup, an early ITNY performer.

Nathan has had a journey that we can all look to for inspiration, and I have no doubt that
tonight’s attendees from the skating community can appreciate the sheer resilience and
discipline that success like his takes in a sport that can have both great highs and lows.
He is a true role model for the next generation.

I also want to congratulate Byron Allen on winning the Arts and Business Award. His
work at Stars on Ice brings world-class performances to audiences across the country.

Thank you to ITNY for continuing to play a vital role in inspiring audiences of all ages.
Through its dedication to community outreach, the development of young talent, and
more, ITNY ensures skating remains vibrant and accessible. Supporting their mission
means investing in the cultural life of our city and in our next generation.

Sincerely,

Majority Leader Shaun Abreu
New York City Council, District 7
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Moira North

Founder, Artistic Director
Ice Theatre of New York
62 Chelsea Piers, Suite 308
New York, NY 10011

Dear Ms. North,

It is a pleasure to congratulate Ice Theatre of New York (ITNY) on your 2026 Benefit Gala and
Performance. Since 1984, Ice Theatre of New York has helped define a unique and distinctly
New York art form. By advancing ice dance as an ensemble performing discipline and bringing
high-quality performances into public spaces across the five boroughs, you have expanded access
to the arts while elevating the visibility of skating as both athletic and creative expression. From
iconic rinks in Manhattan to community spaces in Brooklyn and Queens, your work reflects a
commitment to meeting New Yorkers where they are and ensuring that cultural experiences
remain part of everyday life in our city.

I am especially pleased to recognize this year’s honoree, Nathan Chen, whose career has
redefined the standard of excellence in figure skating. As a 2022 Olympic Champion, Olympic
Team Gold Medalist, and three-time World Champion, he has demonstrated a level of technical
mastery and consistency that is unmatched. His background in ballet, gymnastics, and music
speaks to the artistry that underpins his performances, and his continued connection to the skating
community reflects a lasting commitment to the field beyond competition.

That combination of excellence, discipline, and continued engagement makes him a fitting
honoree for an organization that has spent decades investing in both artistic innovation and the
next generation of performers. Through initiatives like the New Works and Young Artists Series
and your outreach to public schools, Ice Theatre of New York is ensuring that young people
across our city have the opportunity to experience and participate in this art form.

At a time when access to the arts is more important than ever, your work demonstrates the impact
of sustained investment in cultural institutions that serve the public. Congratulations on this
year’s gala and on your continued leadership in New York City’s cultural life.

Sincerely,

Virginia Maloney

Council Member, District 4
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DISTRICT OFFICE
163 W 125" STREET, 2¥P FLOOR
NEW YORK, NY 10026 M
TEL: 212-678-4505 THE COUNCIL

CITY HALL OFFICE OF

250 BROADWAY, SUITE 1776 THE CITY OF NEW YORK

NEW YORK, NY 10007

Yusef Salaam

E-MAIL: YSALAAM@COUNCILNYC.GOV COUNCIL MEMBER, 9" DISTRICT, MANHATTAN
May 4, 2026

Moira North, Founder & Artistic Director
Ice Theatre of New York

62 Chelsea Piers, Suite 308

New York, NY 10011

Dear Ice Theatre of New York family,

CHAIR
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

MEMBERSHIP

COMMITTEE ON AGING

COMMITTEE ON CIVIL SERVICE AND LABOR
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

SUBCOMMITTEE ON LANDMARKS, PUBLIC SITINGS,
AND DISPOSITIONS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ZONING AND FRANCHISES

It is an honor and a pleasure to extend my congratulations to Ice Theatre of New York, in
celebration of your 2026 Benefit Gala and Performance. For over four decades, your
organization has elevated the art of skating through innovation, education, and community
engagement, leaving an indelible mark on New York City’s cultural landscape.

I also join in celebrating this year’s distinguished honoree, three-time world champion and two-
time 2022 Olympic Gold Medalist, Nathan Chen, whose extraordinary achievements on and off
the ice continue to inspire audiences around the world. His dedication, artistry, and
groundbreaking accomplishments exemplify excellence at the highest level and reflect the very
spirit that Ice Theatre of New York brings to its work.

My sincere appreciation goes to the organization’s founder, Moira North, whose vision and
commitment have built a lasting legacy—one that nurtures young talent, expands access to the
arts, and ensures that future generations can experience the beauty and discipline of skating as a
performing art.

Congratulations on this special evening, and best wishes for continued success in the years
ahead.

Sincerely,

Yusef Salaam
New York City Council
9" Council District



Congratulations to Nathan Chen and Byron Allen!
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GALA 2026 ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

Congratulations, Nathan! You inspire me.
Bravo, Byron! You expertly steer SOI

Congratulations, ITNY! For sharing the joy of dancing on ice.

SCOTT HAMILTON




ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK’S 2026 HONOREE

Nathan
Chen:

A Polymath
on lce

By Philip Hersh

In 2017, not long after Nathan Chen
had won his first of what would be six
straight U.S. titles in figure skating, we
talked briefly about his background in
ballet.

Now, a lot of figure skaters mention
having done ballet, but it is usually little
more than something for a sentence in
their bios.

But he did not see it the way most
skaters do, as just another box to check,
like sessions to work on strength, flexibil-
ity and endurance.

Chen was serious about the dance
lessons, as many as six per week, that he
took for 6 /4 years at Ballet West Academy
in Salt Lake City. He started the lessons at
age seven to help his skating. He kept them
up for a less pragmatic reason.

“I love ballet,” he said.

And he was good, too.

Madison Young danced with Chen in
Ballet West productions of The Nutcracker,
Sleeping Beauty and Swan Lake. She is
now a principal dancer of the Vienna State
Ballet. This is what she said about Chen
back in 2017:

“If he wanted to be a dancer, I have
no doubt he would be amazing, a star,”
Young said.

Figure skating long had taken pre-
cedence over his other extracurricular
activities, which also included piano, vio-
lin, hockey and gymnastics. But Young’s
opinion was seconded, even more emphat-

ically, by his ballet teachers.

They saw in the pre-teen Chen an
artistic and athletic polymath with a high
level of dedication, a maturity that allowed
him to concentrate fully on a task and an
ability to quickly grasp new concepts.
When added to his physical coordination,
that seemed to guarantee success in what-
ever pursuit he chose to focus on.

“Frankly, I think I chose the right one
because I have very flat feet, and I’'m quite
short, so I think those two things restrict
me a little bit from becoming a very
impressive ballet dancer,” he said.

Yet he came to regret how much the
need to cram his figure skating programs
with point-getting elements left little time
to show the details from his ballet training.
It still came though on the ice as an overall
picture in his signature skating programs,
like “Nemesis,” “La Boheéme,” “Philip
Glass medley,” and “Rocket Man,” the
last used for the free skate to Elton John
music that brought him the 2022 Olympic
singles gold medal and shout outs from Sir
Elton himself.

“There’s a lot of like, ‘It feels good,’
in ballet,” Chen said. “You get to see your-
self move, and see all the people around
you move in really, really esthetically
pleasing ways.

“It’s like I'm not doing that move-
ment to optimize my dreams or anything
to that effect, but more just like, feel
myself, feel the energy, feel the flow, and

all those kinds of things. And they’re kind
of intangibles, but they make skating and
ballet just so complete and worthwhile and
enjoyable.”

The link he embodies between two
disciplines that combine artistry and ath-
leticism is underscored by the Ice Theatre
of New York’s selection of Chen as its
2026 Honoree.

“As the nation’s first dance com-
pany on ice, it feels so natural to honor
Nathan Chen, both as an Olympian and
as a trained ballet dancer,” ITNY founder
and artistic director Moira North said.
“In this Olympic year, we look forward
to celebrating Nathan’s many talents and
contributions to our ‘icy’ world.”

“What they’re doing for the com-
munity is fantastic,” Chen said of ITNY.
“They provide an opportunity to explore
skating in a very different light than what
we conventionally see on TV. 1 think
they’re impactful and necessary, and I
appreciate the work they’re doing to have
skating really maintain itself as an art
form.”

Chen, 26, retired from competition
after the 2022 Winter Games, in which he
also won a gold medal in the team event.
He spent the next two years finishing his
undergraduate studies at Yale, winning an
outstanding thesis award from the Yale
Department of Statistics and Data Science.
Thesis title: “Utilizing Deep Learning to
Predict Somatic Variant Pathogenicity.”
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(Polymath, redux: Chen also wrote
an essay for the book, “Studies in Time:
Essays on the Music of Philip Glass,”
which accompanied a box set issue of the
celebrated minimalist composer’s piano
etudes. In his 2020-21 season free skate
to Glass’ music, Chen clearly showed a
physical as well as intellectual understand-
ing of Glass, having studied his music at
Yale and having learned how to play part
of it on the piano.)

He then moved on to Goucher College
in suburban Baltimore, where he enrolled
in a one-year program designed to fill in
science course gaps for medical school
applicants. He awaits news on the fate of
his applications.

Chen, inducted into the U.S. Figure
Skating Hall of Fame in January, hasn’t
spent much time on skates the past two
years. Between his studies at Goucher
and his daily work as a research assistant
in Johns Hopkins’ Malone Center for
Engineering in Healthcare, he has found
time to get to a rink only about twice a
month. He also does some Your True Step
skating seminars with his close friend,
U.S. Olympic ice dancer Jean-Luc Baker,
and dancer/choreographer Sam Chouinard.

With his course work at Goucher
finished at the end of 2025, Chen was
able to go to the 2026 Winter Games as a
contributor to yahoo! sports.

The last show tour Chen did was Stars
on Ice in 2023. He most recently performed
last fall in the Scott Hamilton & Friends
show, which benefits the 1984 Olympic
champion’s Scott CARES Foundation for
cancer research.

“That was a very brief number,” Chen
said. “Most of the stuff I do is like that, for
fundraising.

“If T can’t feel as though I'm at the
sort of level that I would want to present
myself at, then I don’t really want to do
it. In order to get there, I have to make
sure that I spend enough time on the ice.
Logistics have been challenging in order
to maintain that. So that’s sort of like a
barrier.”

The Scott Hamilton show was a per-
fect fit for Chen, given that he will go to
medical school already having found that
cancer is “of particular interest to me.”

The Hopkins lab where Chen works
is headed by computer scientist Dr. Alexis
Battle. Her research, according to the
school’s web site, “is concentrated on
the development of computational biology
tools and machine-learning strategies to
examine genetic differences on gene regu-
lation and disease.”

Chen, a data science and statistics
major at Yale, is using those skills and
knowledge in the lab.

“The particular work I do is exploring

13

frailty, the disease of aging, and trying to
understand trajectories of the disease, as
well as any biological signals,” Chen said.

“The overall subject is combinational
biology in nature, but the day to day is very
much statistics and data science-focused,
(including) data cleaning and running
basic statistical models and things.”

Battle, a professor of biomedical
engineering, computer science and genet-
ics, sees the qualities that made him an
exceptional skater contribute to his work
in the lab. She also is impressed by Chen’s
contributions outside of science, noting
he was “shoveling compost with the best
of them” at a lab volunteer day in a com-
munity garden.

“Dedication and focus translate from
athletics to science and academics,” Battle
said in an email. “He is very good at
identifying milestones and working toward
them. I can see this in his research in
the lab and in his pursuit of a medical
education. He is methodical, focused, and
goal-oriented, and he consistently pro-
duces thoughtful analysis for the genomics
data we are working with.”

To the question of what she has found
most interesting about Chen, Battle wrote,
“It has been very interesting to understand
the risks that he and his family took to pur-
sue his skating career. They had to make
difficult decisions when he was still quite

90T VIVO XYOA M3IN 10 FULVIHL DI



ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

We are so proud of everything you
have accomplished on and off the ice.
You are a true champion.

FROM YOUR IMG AND WME
REPRESENTATIVES

U.S. FIGURE SKATING
CONGRATULATES

TWO-TIME OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALIST

2026 ITNY HONOREE

- Congratulations Nathan and Byron!

Here’s to providing years of
unique perspective!

NATHAN CHE.N

ITNY BENEFIT GALAAND PERFO RMAI}CE
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young, and the path they chose required
not only athletic skill, but also exceptional
maturity and dedication on his part.

“I also find it interesting that Nathan
is so dedicated to his community and to
young skaters in particular. He knows
first-hand the stresses and challenges that
young athletes face, and he is motivated to
lift them up and help them feel less alone.
This is another example of his exceptional
maturity.”

In his first two years at Yale, he bal-
anced a full commitment to school with
a full commitment to skating. After the
Covid pandemic hit in the second semes-
ter of his sophomore year, forcing the
university to institute remote learning for
18 months, Chen decided to take two aca-
demic years off rather than his originally
planned one before the 2022 Olympics.

But he had friends send him the text-
books he figured to eventually be using in
chemistry and advanced statistics courses
for a little light reading.

“Nothing super serious,” Chen told
me a couple weeks before the 2021 U.S.
Championships. “Just trying to get through
a chapter a day.”

He went to the 2022 Olympics in
Beijing as the favorite and won the gold
medal easily, getting a record score in the
short program and then mastering a free
skate of surpassing difficulty with five
clean quadruple jumps and two inconse-
quential mistakes.

He even was able to muster a wry
smile after one of the errors, as if to under-

line his pledge to have fun at his second
Olympics, to free his head of the anxiety
that had overwhelmed him during his
Winter Games debut in 2018.

Chen managed to keep that vow
despite the claustrophobic atmosphere and
empty arenas necessitated to create a pro-
tective anti-Covid bubble in Beijing. And
he kept it despite having had four long
years to carry the mental baggage of what
had happened at the 2018 Olympics, when
he got swept up in medal expectations and
finished fifth after staggering to 17th in the
short program.

He won in 2022 despite the weight of
expectations that grew exponentially after
he won the three world championships
between the two Olympics. He did it with
a will that drove him to push himself and
his sport past seemingly established limits,
a will that allowed him to become the sev-
enth U.S. man to win an Olympic singles
figure skating gold medal.

And he did it despite obstacles few
were aware of until he mentioned them
in interviews right after the free skate and
later elaborated on them in his biography,
“One Jump at a Time,” written with Time
Magazine’s Alice Park and published in
late 2022.

“I never thought I would actually be
able to make this happen,” Chen said. “It
was a pretty daunting mountain.”

His coach, Rafael Arutunian, spoke of
Chen and his mother, Hetty Wang, driving
every few months from Salt Lake City to
southern California for lessons with him

at the start of their working relationship.
They were lessons the family could not
really afford, so Arutunian would take the
money Chen’s mother paid him and give it
back to her son.

“One day he said to his mom, ‘If we
don’t move, I will not make it,”” Arutunian
said. “This was an 11-year-old boy saying
that.”

They soon moved to California so he
could work with Arutunian daily.

“My mom and I grew up quite poor,
and Raf obviously knew about the situ-
ation,” Chen said in Beijing. “He would
say, ‘I don’t really want that money. I want
you to achieve the goal you want.””

I never knew any of that back story
until that moment, despite having written
about his figure skating career for seven
seasons, beginning with the 2016 U.S.
Championships.

I saw him only at competitions, when
the chances to have insightful conversa-
tions are minimal.

Even though Chen was gracious
enough to do several one-on-one telephone
interviews with me, they were generally
brief. Even then, his reticence to share
things that only he, his family and his
coaching team were familiar with, matters
both personal and skating-related, was
very obvious.

“I'm pretty introverted, I'm pretty
quiet,” Chen told me during a telephone
conversation this spring. “In general, I like
the shadows.”

He preferred to shine the light on
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CONGRATULATIONS NATHAN!

A TRUE CHAMPION AND MASTER AT
DELIVERING UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS
IN SPORTS BROADCASTING.

= RED BRICK SPORTS




those who had helped and motivated him,
like his family and coaches and longtime
rival Yuzuru Hanyu of Japan, the two-
time Olympic champion, and compatriot
Michelle Kwan, the five-time world cham-
pion and two-time Olympic medalist who
also is a child of Chinese immigrants.

He was a two-year-old living in Salt
Lake City, hardly a figure skating hotbed,
when Kwan won bronze there in 2002. He
would become the first skater of Chinese
ancestry to win an Olympic singles title.

“It’s important for a young athlete to
be able to see themselves and know they’re
not restricted by anything except for their
dreams, their hopes, their work ethic and
things like that,” Chen said. “I think repre-
sentation is super-empowering.”

Chen was called the “quad king,” a
title he inherited from Timothy Goebel,
the first to be given that sobriquet. Goebel
earned it as the first to land a quadruple
salchow in competition as well as the
first to land three quads in a program.
That lineage will be emphasized when
Goebel joins Chen’s first coach, Stephanee
Grosscup, to present the honoree award to
Chen at the May 4 ITNY benefit gala.

Atoy Wilson

Chapeau to Nathan Chen for your superb

excellence exhibited on and off the ice.

Ice Theatre of New York again illuminates

the very best in figure skating traditions.

Chen quickly passes credit for
ascending that throne to those he feels
deserve recognition for catalyzing what
soon became a quad revolution, especially
China’s three-time Olympian, Jin Boyang.

“I love to reference Boyang, because
I would not have been so inspired to start
working on quads had I not seen him at the
(2015) Grand Prix Final (where Jin landed
three clean quads, including a Lutz, and
got rotational credit for a fourth),” Chen
said.

“I was competing there as a junior,
and seeing that in person, I was like,
‘Whoa, the sport has changed.””

Chen became the first skater to cleanly
execute the five types of quadruple jumps
that had been landed until his successor as
U.S. champion, [lia Malinin, did the sixth
— the quad Axel — and eventually did all
six in the same program. Chen was the
first to do five clean quadruple jumps in a
free skate and the first to get full rotational
credit for six in a free skate.

“I think I certainly contributed to this
generation that has led to this quad boom,”
Chen said. “I think it is also important to
frame it in the context of, ‘If you want to

medal, if you want to get to a certain point,
it’s important to try to optimize the objec-
tive value you’re going to be able to get.””

That’s Chen the statistician talking.
Do more quads, get more points, win more
medals.

So, ask Chen how he would like to
be remembered, and he answers, “Just as
someone who, like, wanted to continue to
push themselves, push the sport as much
as they could, like in whatever way that
means to people.

“I just had a great family, a great sup-
port team, and I learned quite a lot from
the sport, from the mistakes and failures
and the good times. I certainly will do my
best to apply these things that I've learned
through skating into medicine so I can
have an impact there and help people.”

Philip Hersh, formerly the Chicago
Tribune’s Olympic specialist, has cov-
ered figure skating at 13 straight Winter
Olympics, the last two as a special con-
tributor for NBC Sports.

From the moment
I met you, [ knew.
That sparkle in your
eye was always

a promise of the
greatness to come.

Stephanee
Grosscup
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BPA QUALITY CONGRATULATES
ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK
FOR ANOTHER SPECTACULAR YEAR!

BPA
QUALITY

www.bpaquality.com
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WE ARE SO PROUD OF THE ITNY COMPANY,
AND SO GRATEFUL FOR THE ARTISTRY THAT FLOWS
FROM THEIR INCREDIBLY-HARD WORK.

THE CANDEE FAMILY
BARBARA CANDEE, MESHA GREEN AND WILLIAM J. CANDEE IV

IN LOVING MEMORY OF CHAIR EMERITUS
WILLIAM J. CANDEE Il




ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

Congratulations

TO THE HONOREES
NATHAN CHEN & BYRON ALLEN

Nathan Chen Byron Allen

2x Olympic Producer
Gold Medalist Stars on Ice

We’re proud to
be the home of the
ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK.

GHELSER PIERS

Chelsea Piers is where athletes of all ages come
to learn, grow, and find their game. Programs, SCANTO
leagues, and competitive teams for every stage. LEARN MORE
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Congratulations to Nathan and Byron,
and to Ice Theatre of New York.




ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

“IT TAKES A VILLAGE"

THANKS TO ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE BEEN A PART OF THE DANCE.

LOVE,
MOIRA




Thank you to our friends on the ITNY Board
and for all their work with this fine organization.
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GALA 2026 ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

STARS2EICE

CONGRATULATIONS
BYRON!
FROM YOUR STARS ON
ICE & IMG FAMILY

Congratulations to
Nathan Chen and Byron Allen

ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK
2026 HONOREES

From Craig Cichy

chris lipari

nonprofit event specialist

HAS PROUDLY /Cé
“ILLUMINATED” THE m

INSPIRING WORK OF ITNY .'{_/_.&Z—éz
FORTHE PAST 10 YEARS i .

AND SUPPORTS NUMEROUS NONPROFITS
INTHE NEW YORK AREA

“At the end of the day people won't remember
what you said or did, they will remember
how you made them feel”

— Maya Angelou

chrislipari.com
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Byron Allen has a succinct description
of his decades-long work as a behind-the-
scenes impresario of IMG’s “Stars on

2

Ice,” the premier North American ice-
skating tour.

“My job is to hire talented people,
and let them do their thing, whether it’s
choreography, or costumes, or another
skill,” he says. “Then, don’t screw it up.”

When I reach Allen in mid-March, he

is deep into last-minute preparations for
the 2026 edition of SOI, which will visit
28 U.S. cities with a cast featuring U.S.
Olympians Alysa Liu, Ilia Malinin and
Madison Chock and Evan Bates. While
receptive to questions about his career,
he doesn’t see himself as worthy of Ice
Theatre of New York’s Arts & Business
Award. He’s simply a professional, doing
a job he happens to love.

“I can’t figure out why anybody
wants to honor me, but I'm apprecia-
tive,” Allen, a senior vice president at
IMG Worldwide, says. “You know,
we’ve had great choreographers, from
Sandra (Bezic) to Chris (Dean) to Jeff
(Buttle) and now, Kurt (Browning) and
Alissa (Czisny). We’ve won Emmys for
choreography and costumes (the late Jef
Billings). You hire talented people, and
you let them do their thing.”

The New Jersey native’s
involvement in SOI dates back
to its birth in 1986. After Scott
Hamilton was unceremoniously
fired by Ice Capades, he and his
manager, Bob Kain, founded
Scott Hamilton’s America Tour,
soon re-christened Stars on Ice.
At the time, Allen was a recent
college graduate, working in
IMG’s events division.

“Back then, it was a very
small division, and people did
lots of different things,” he
remembers. “I was working on
tennis events, and I met Bob
and Gary Swain, who was hired
to run the tour. They asked me
to help out with the marketing.”

In May 1989, Allen was
named SOI’s producer, with the
support of long-time IMG col-
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Congratulations, Nathan

Betsy and Doug Wilson

COLDBLOODED
SALUTES
ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK
&
THIS YEAR’S OUTSTANDING HONOREES
OLYMPIAN NATHAN CHEN
& LEGENDARY PRODUCER BYRON ALLEN

YOU INSPIRE US ON THE ICE... AND BEYOND!

-

/coldblooded

3




league Jay Ogden.

“Quite honestly, it struggled at first,”
he says. “We finally figured out the time
frame to do it was in winter, rather than
the fall.”

At its peak, the mid-1990s through
the early 2000s, SOI visited close to 100
cities a year in the U.S. and Canada, bol-
stered by headliners including Hamilton,
Browning, Kristi Yamaguchi, Katia
Gordeeva and Sergei Grinkov, Paul
Wylie, Tara Lipinski and many others.

“There were so many Olympic med-
alists, and they were the names that
were so huge at that time,” Allen says.
“Figure skating carries so many appeal-
ing aspects, with music, costumes, speed,
intrigue: ‘Will he land that jump, or will
he fall? How is she doing all that while
being lifted in the air?” When you put it
all together -- when you’re able to take all
the talent figure skating coaches around

the world have developed -- you have a

pretty extraordinary show.”

In recent years, the tour has visited
fewer cities, and it took a break from the
U.S. in 2024. But in the post-Olympic
glow, including Team USA’s team gold
medal in Milano-Cortina, it has sold out
several stops, prompting the addition of
second shows in select venues.

“We’ve seen the highs, and we’ve
seen the reversion to the mean,” Allen
says. “Now we’re back at highs. (The
current tour) has really been as successful
from a ticket sales perspective as any tour
in the last 25 years.”

Allen credits the charisma of Olympic
and world champions like Liu, Malinin,
and Chock and Bates, plus U.S. cham-
pions including Amber Glenn, Isabeau
Levito and Jason Brown, with adding to
SOI’s appeal.

“U.S. Figure Skating had developed
these wonderful skaters, who then turned

out to have fabulous personalities and are

interesting and different and relatable,”
he says. “And NBC told their stories
so brilliantly, not just during the two
Olympic weeks in February, which was
extraordinary, but over the last three or
four years leading up to the Games. And
we’re reaping the rewards of that.”

Sold out venues notwithstanding,
Allen doesn’t think IMG’s role, and by
extension his own, is solely to sell SOI
tickets. Rather, it’s to build up the sport.

“This has been a long-term process
for the entirety of the tour, and it’s really
been my goal all along,” he says. “(Three-
time U.S. champion) Michael Weiss said,
‘I knew I wanted to be a figure skater
when I saw Scott Hamilton at center ice.’
That’s what I want, to have that girl or
boy out there see our skaters and think, ‘I

want to be him, I want to be her.””

Congratulations to all the
honorees and the many
champions, visionaries, artists
and supporters who honor
Ice Theatre of New York

by your presence and

participation!

And a big thank you to

tonight's performers!
With appreciation and gratitude,

Taffy Holliday
and Richard Katz
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ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

TO OUR FALLEN ANGEL

SONYA DUNFIELD
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Congratulations to Nathan Chen for super quadruple jumps,
fabulous spins and beautiful artistic figure skating style.

Congratulations to Co-Chair Stephanee Grosscup and to Moira North
for her outstanding dedication to figure skating choreography for ITNY.

Kim Cathleen Millette Verde
World Bronze Medalist World Figure Sport 2018
World Figure Sport Hall of Fame 2015




ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

Thank you, Jirina

For all you have done for
over 20 years to make

lce Theatre of New York®
such a fantastic organization.

Judi & Fred Netter

THE
PURPLE TONGUE /
eatery . wine bar . social \

“The Purple Tongue

Wine Bar in Hells Kitchen

salutes your Artistry on Ice
Love Marni & Peter

I.H

410 WEST 43RD ST. NY, NY 10036 | 646.429.8277 | THEPURPLETONGUENYC.COM
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congratulate the

Ice Theatre of New York

and all of this year's honorees!

C "\

WWW.SKYLINERSSYNCHRO.COM
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Nathan -

Thank you for taking figure skating

to a new levell Your combination of

artistry and athletic ability set a new
standard for all who follow. The sport
was changed for the better because of
you. May you excel in the same way

in your next career.

Rhea S. Schwartz

Dear ITNY and
Honorees,

Congratulations and
many thanks for &
inspiring us all! £

~Atribute to jazz
legends Miles Davis's
100th birthday, to Billie
Holiday, as well as
the *Musical Figures”
who have given our
storytelling a voice,

The Skating Club of New York

is proud to salute
Ice Theatre of New York

Olympic Gold Medalist
Nathan Chen

Arts & Business Award

Byron Allen

and

Honoree

Stars on Ice
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Congratulations to Nathan Chen
ITNY 2026 Honoree

and to Moira North and
Ice Theatre of New York

~Joe'’Kasputys and ~

VickiVan Mater _

Congratulations to ITNY!

Thanks Moira and Jirina
for 40-plus years

of wonderful

skating memories

and still counting.

Mary Gaillard
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ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

CONGRATULATIONS ITNY \\‘

AND ALL TONIGHT’S HONOREES!

Stephen G. Epstein | Edward Z. Epstein

N T = en
o~

Photo. Simon T | — e Su—. _d TR Pl

CONGRATULATIONS
NATHAN CHEN

.-"

Three-time World Champion, two-time Olympic Gold Medalist, and
the first Asian American man to claim U.S., World, and Olympic
titles. What makes Nathan fruly exceptional is not only his
achievements, but the way he carries them, with humility, grace,
gratitude and quiet confidence. His journey reflects years of
relentiess dedication, discipline, and passion for excellence.
Nathan is the definition of a modemn champion - driven,
multidimensional, and deeply respected.

From all of us at Bietak

To Moira,

When ITNY counts its
blessings —

it counts you twice...

Charles A. Kerner CPA
(212) 675-4030




Georgina Blackwell
Peter Brown

Adria Crum

Rogelio Francois
Alicia Hall-Moran
Katherine Mangiardi
LaJuné McMillian
Marylyn Meyerson
Kelsey Orrell

Alex Hughes Parker

Robyn Roth-Moise
WITH GRATITUDE FOR ITNY’S EDGE CLASS Yeseul Song

Akst & Akst PLLC is proud to celebrate
the extraordinary artistry, creativity, and
dedication of Ice Theatre of New York as it
continues to inspire audiences and elevate

figure skating as a true performing art.

Akst & Akst PLLC
800 Third Avenue 26th Fl
New York, NY 10022
(212) 308-3999
Specialists in Immigration Law

Photo: Jay Colton
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Architecture Tours | Sightseeing | Sunset Cruises | Private Charters

See the city
=51,

NEW YORK, NY

Pier 62 Chelsea Piers | sail-nyc.com
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CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF ICE THEATRE'S HONOREES,

PAST AND PRESENT.

22nd Anniversary
Gala | 2006

in honor of
JoJo Starbuck
and

Ken Shelley

Anniversary w
Gala
in henor of "’

Aja Zanova Steindler

BEMEFIT GALA 2013 2014 BENEFIT GALA

PROUD TO BE PART OF THE
BEHIND-THE-SCENES TEAM
FOR ALL OF THESE YEARS.
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GALA

2007
Annual Gala

Kawahara

DARE
DIFFERENT
i

e

<
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RICHARD “Mr. Deboneir” owver () (2

30TH

" ANNIVERSARY

BENEFIT

SCOTT SCHWARTZ
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é} The Skating Club of Boston,

New England's Premier Destination for Skating

ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

.

D AN .
-
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o Three Rinks

* Member Lounge

® On-Site Executive Chef
e Academic Center & Library
® Dance Studio

® Physical Therapy

® Private Training

® High-Altitude Training
e Cardio Training

e Weight Training

o Radiology

® Sports Psychology

® Nutrition

o Learn to Skate

® Public Skate

® Corporate Rentals

® Private Rentals

Learn more at g o
schoston.org Norwood, MA 02062




CONNECT
WITH US

OGOXd
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ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The Entire Sky Rink Staff including:

Jim Bugenhagen, General Manager
Stephanie Hernandez, Skating Director
Chris Morales, Dir. of Ops and Maintenance
Sky Rink Maintenance Team

Patricia Clough, Public Relations

Charles Kerner, Accountant

Adam Manjuck, Flowers & Flowers, Décor
Scott Schwartz, Graphic Design

Pierre Gascon, ITNY Company Headshots
MAC Cosmefics, Makeup

Imagine It Embroidery, Merchandise

Jordan Cowan, On Ice Perspectives, Video & Editing
Phil Lee, Music Editing

Chris Lipari, Lighting and Production Director
Sheer Print Solutions, Printing

and all our ITNY Volunteers!

With special thanks to Lois Elfman, Phil Hersh,
Michele Mintzer, Lynn Rutherford, and

Lynnette and David Snow

FOOTAGE & PHOTOS PROVIDED BY
Hideki Aono, Karl Cardona, Chen Private
Collection, Jay Colton, Robert Deq, Stephanee
Grosscup, Bob Horowtiz from Juma TV,

IMG/ WME, Amy Krut, Josef Pinlalc, Darial Sneed,
Robin Ritoss, Robyn Roth-Moise, USFS

HONOREE VIDEO
Jirina Ribbens, Producer
Mazal Karlick, Editor
Paul Wylie, Voiceover
Phil Lee, Sound

TONIGHT’S PERFORMERS

Company
Sarah Baelge Vakhtang Murvanidze
Jaqueline Benson
Danil Berdnikov

Georgina Blackwell

Janine Rho
Liz Yoshiko Schmidt

Aaron Singletar
Sarah France geey

Joe Johnson Matt Thomas

Isaac Lindy Milly Wasserman
Karina Manta

Libby McGrosky

Elisabeth Ehrhardt
[Performing Infern)

Guest Performers
Emmanuel Savary

Emilea Zingas & Vadym Kolesnik

NEW YORK
STATE OF
OPPORTUNITY

Council on
the Arts

m Cultural
Affairs

This program is supported, in part, by the New

York State Council on the Arts with the support
of Govemor Kathy C. Hochul and the New
York State Legislature. ITNY is also supported
by the New York City Department of Cultural
Affairs, in partnership with the City Council, and

NYC Council Members Abreu, Bottcher, Marte,

and Powers. ITNY’s Manhattan programming
is funded, in part, by a grant from the New York

City Tourism Foundation.

Additionally, ITNY receives funding from
Bloomberg Philanthropies, Chelsea Piers
Foundation, The Daniel & Corrine Cichy
Memorial Foundation, The Lisa McGraw Figure
Skating Foundation, the Will Sears Foundation

and ifs generous private patrons.

GHELSER PIERS
oy =

e

Winter Village
¢ Bryat Park

WOLLMAN
@

RINE NYC™

Cf'n]yﬂmh Icw

BLUE
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keRinkEvents.com
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TheaZse,

Meryl Davis & Charlie White
Sonya & Peter™ Dunfield
Richard “Mr. Debonair” Dwyer

Anna Kisselgoff
Lar Lubovitch

Evan Lysacek

b Yok

®
PAST HONOREES
& ICE ANGELS

Dr. Tenley Albright

Tai Babilonia
& Randy Gardner

Josh Babb

R. Palmer Baker Jr.*
Belita™

Sandra Bezic

Judy Blumberg
Jason Brown

Kurt Browning
& Sonia Rodriguez

Dick Button™ Lifetime Achievement
William J. Candee, IlI

Frank Carroll

Sasha Cohen

Wade Corbett

Toller Cranston™

Violet Eagan
Edward Z. Epstein
Joan Balogh Erdheim
Peter Eurich

Mary Gaillard

Rudy Galindo

James C. Goodale
Debbie Gordon™

Lena Gottschall
& Mike Clayton™

Stephanee Grosscup
Marni Halasa

Dorothy Hamill

Scott Hamilton Lifetime Achievement

Amy & John* Hughes and Family

Sarah Hughes

Ice Rink Events

Ice Skating Institute
Marilyn Kasputys™®
Sarah Kawahara

Nancy Kerrigan

MAC Cosmetics

Lisa McGraw Webster*
Kenny Moir*

Moira North & ITNY
Brian Orser

Darlene Parent

Patina Group

Ludmila™ & Oleg™ Protopopov
Scoft Schwartz

Barbara Ann Scott™®
Joan Scribner*
Margarita Sears

Jolo Starbuck
& Ken Shelley

Clare Bowes Sheridan
Sky Rink, Chelsea Piers
Nancy Streeter™

Rosalynn Sumners

Missy VanBuren-Brown

Robin Wagner

Jayne Tomill & Christopher Dean

Vera Wang
Rohene Ward
Betty Wasserman
Johnny Weir

Tanith Belbin White
& Benjamin Agosto

Robert Douglas Wilson
Paul Wylie

Kristi Yamaguchi

Ari Zakarian

Aja Zanova™

WILL SEARS AWARD
Shae-Lynn Bourne

Donovan Carillo
& Gregorio Nufiez

Diversify Ice
Brandon Frazier
Gracie Gold
Alexa Knierim
Ross Miner
Mark Mitchell
Adam Rippon

Carlie Quesada
*Deceased



CONGRATULATIONS,
NATHAN

WISHING YOU
THE BEST!

RICHARD DWYER
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In Memory of Will Sears

1982-2002



